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without much delay. He probably entered college about May I.1
At once we find the new member appointed on the society's debating team. Two students were selected to "declaim" the question and two to "argue" it.
"Mr. Cabell & Mr. Peyton Short appointed to declaim the Question whether any form of government is more favorable to our new virtue than the Commonwealth.
"Mr. Joseph Cabell and Mr. Marshall to argue the same. An adjournment. William Short President.
"At a meeting in course Saturday June ye 3rd, 1780, Mr. President leaving ye chair with Mr, Fitzhugh to ye same. Mr. Wm Cabell according to order delivered his declamation on ye question given out. Mr. Peyton Short, being unprepared, was silent on ye occasion. Mr. Marshall, a gentleman not immediately interested, argued ye Question." 2
But it was not debating on which John Marshall was intent, nor any other college duties. He had hard work, it appears, to keep his mind on the learned words that fell from the lips of Mr. Wythe; for on the inside cover and opposite page of the book in which he made notes of Wythe's law lectures,3 we find in John Marshall's handwriting the words, "Miss Maria Ambler"; and again "Miss M. Ambler"; and still again, this time upside down,
1  Dr. Lyon G. Tyler, now President of William and Mary College, thinks that this date is approximately correct.
2  Becords, Phi Beta Kappa Society of William and Mary College; printed in W. and M. C. Q., iv, 236.
8 See infra.